Patients with suicidal burns and accidental burns: a comparative study of socio-demographic profile in India.
This is a prospective study of 50 consecutive admissions to the burns unit. The socio-demographic data was collected using special proforma and interviewing the patients and relatives. All patients were administered the presumptive stressful life event scale (PSLES). Depending on the presence or absence of suicidal intent, patients were divided into two groups. The two groups were then compared with regards to their socio-demographic profile using the unrelated t-test and the Fisher's exact test. The two groups did not differ significantly with regards to age, sex, education, marital status, occupation or monthly per capita income. The patients who had suicidal intent came from joint family, had more stressful life events and suffered larger burns injuries compared with those who experienced accidental burn injuries. The majority of the patients were below the age of 35, unemployed and females outnumbered males in both the groups.